




















State of California - Natural Resources Agency EDMUND G. BROWN JR.! Governor
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
Ecosystem Conservation Division
Water Branch
830 S Street
Sacramento, CA 95811
http://www.dfg.ca.gov

CHARL TON H. BONHAM, Director

June 7,2012

Mr. Campbell Ingram
Executive Officer
Delta Conservancy
3500 Industrial Blvd.
West Sacramento, California 95691

SUBJECT: Comments on May 8,2012 Draft of Delta Conservancy Strategic Plan

Dear Mr. Ingram:

Let me begin by offering congratulations to you and your staff on the latest draft of the
Strategic Plan. It is clear much thought and time has gone into its preparation.

As indicated in my April 18, 2012 letter, the Department of Fish and Game (Department)
has great interest in the Delta Conservancy's Strategic Plan and our coordination will be
an important step in achieving many of our shared goals and visions for regional
ecosystem protection, enhancement, and restoration, as well as associated water
supply management. As State implementing agency for the Ecosystem Restoration
Program (ERP), once a part of the CALFED Bay-Delta Program, the Department is
actively involved in many of the activities you have identified in the Strategic Plan. To
call out a few of these as examples:

1) On Page 7 the Strategic Plan introduces prioritization of projects. I would like to
suggest that you consider the ERP Conservation Strategy as well as other
documents in this process.

2) On Page 8 the Strategic Plan introduces the use of Ecosystem Restoration
Models to inform funding decisions. ERP has been involved with the
development of ecosystem conceptual models since 2004. Many of the models
have undergone technical peer review and are posted on our website
(http://www.dfg.ca.gov/ERP/conceptual models. asp/ . Several of the models are
slated for publication in an upcoming San Francisco Estuary and Watershed
Science - an open access, peer-reviewed electronic journal.
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3) Throughout the document Ecosystem Restoration is discussed. The ERP is at
the forefront of restoration efforts in the Delta, awarding over $750 million in more
than 600 grants since its inception in 1995. The ERP has acquired or restored
over 82,000 acres program wide and currently, the DFG ERP staff is managing
over 70 projects including the Battle Creek Salmon and Steelhead Restoration
Project and the Clear Creek Restoration Program.

4) On Page 8, Goal 3 "Lead efforts in protecting, enhancing, and restoring the Delta
ecosystem ... " is presented. Coordination with and taking advantage of existing
efforts and programs will be key.

5) On Page 8, Goal 4 "Establish the Conservancy as a leader in gathering and
communicating scientific and practical information about the Delta ecosystem
and economy" is presented. Collaboration with established activities including
work done by the Department and ERP will greatly enhance all of our
communication efforts.

Finally, I would like to recognize the work that the DFG Performance Measures Unit is
leading on adaptive management and performance measures development. They have
been working in close contact with the Delta Science Program staff as well as Bay-Delta
Conservation Plan staff to ensure consistency between approaches.

In closing and to further facilitate communication between our agencies, I would like to
suggest that the Department's Water Branch staff brief the Delta Conservancy Board on
our many activities. Dave Zezulak, the ERP Program Manager, is the Water Branch
staff that would make the presentation and can follow up with scheduling this with you
and your staff.

Additionally, I would like to invite you or your delegated staff to participate in the monthly
Ecosystem Restoration Program Implementing Agency Managers meetings. The
meetings are scheduled for the fourth Tuesday of the month. Our next meeting is on
June 26 at 2:30 PM in the conference room located at 1812 9th Street. ERP staff is
available to meet with Conservancy staff on an ongoing basis as well to further
coordinate our activities.

If you have questions regarding this, please contact Dr. David S. Zezulak at either
dzezulak@dfg.ca.gov or 916-445-3960.

Sincerely,

Scott Cantrell
Chief, Water Branch
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cc: Mike Eaton, Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy Board member
Robin Kulakow, Liaison Advisor, Yolo Basin Foundation
Michael Hoover, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Howard Brown, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
David S. Zezulak, PhD, DFG
Carol Atkins, DFG
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